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(International Institute of Islamic Thought). Panclists and Paper Presenters:
Panef 1: Henry D’ Souza {Ontario), Patrick Dikirr (BU), M. A. Mugqtedar Khan
{(University of Delaware), and Patrick Regan (BU). Panel 2: Amadu Jacky
Kaba (Seton Hall University), Seifudein Adem, and Thomas Uthup (United
Nations Alliance of Civilizations). Panel 3: Ricardo Renc Laremont (BU),
Shireen Hunter (Georgetown University), and Horace G. Campbell (Syracuse
University). Panel 4: Salah M, Hassan (Cornell University) and Muneera
Salem-Murdock (Millenniumn Challenge Corporation, Rabat, Morocee). Con-
ference Coordinators: Layla Sein {AMSS), Seifudein Adem, Ravenna Nariz-
zano (IGCS), and Barbara Tierno (IGCS).

All Maznn
Director, Institute of Global Cultural Studies
Binghamton University, New York

Iran and World
Contemporary Developments

This conference (www.iranoworld.ir), the first one to be organized by the
faculty of the Department of Political Science at Imam Khomeini Inter-
national University (IKTU) and will be held continuously in the following
years, sought to develop knowledge and making the ground suitable for dis-
cussing and analyzing the work of researchers both inside and outside Iran.

Despite the antiquity of Iran’s history, rich oil and gas resources, and
monitoring of the strategic Persian Gulf, the country bas enjoyed stability in
its blend of religion and politics of social affairs in the face of profound
change. Contemporary international relations, known for its dominating
principles of equal sovereignty and self-determination, is also undergoing
change, the most obvious ones being the Soviet collapse, the “new world
order,” and globalization, all of which bave aftected Iran.

Over two hundred abstracts from Tran and abroad (i.e.g, India, Pakistan,
Turkey, the United States, Egypt, Afgeria, Jordan, Singapore, Australia,
Britain, Venezuela, France, South Africa, Russia, Malaysia, Poland, Estonia,
Bulgaria, and Burundi) were received; 30 in English and 90 in Persian were
approved. Since I cannot cover all of the papers, given space restraints, I will
mention the panel titles here and then discuss four of the papers that I found
the most interesting: Session 1: Law and Economy Developments; Session
2: Global and Regional Developments; Session 3: Social and Educational
Developments; Session 4: Global and Regional Developments; Session 3:
Law and Legal Developments; Session 6: Global and Regional Develop-
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ments; Session 7 Enengy and Economy Developnonls, Sessiom 8: Cullural
and Social Developments; Session 9 The Islamic Bevolution aid Iran's
Foreign Policy Development; Session 10: Military Strategy Developments;
Seasion 11 The Islamic Rovolulion and Iran’s Forcign Policy Develop-
metis; and Session 12: Global and Regional Pevelopments.

Armong the most interesiing papers for me were the following: Scyed
Javad Enmamjomehzadah’s and Masumeh Zareie Hodk's {Tsfahan Univer-
sily) “shanghai Cooperation Orgamizaton and the Meombership of Tran.”
The presenters detailed the Shanghai Cooperation Organization’s (SC0) his-
tory, how it 5 perecived by vatious cxperts, and the existence of ongoing
talks about amending its mission statement to include, among other things,
imcreased military cooperation, inelligenes sharing, and coundericrrorisin
drills. An ohserver since 20035, Iran requested full membemship in March
2008, Emamjomchzadeh sccs this ag a way for Iran to ughten itz contacts
with Russia. Experts also says that lran considers the SCO to be a club of
hke-minded states that s important o ils geosirategic meresls in Ceniral
Agia,

Abdelkader Nouibat's {University of &I Sila, Algeda) “Develomnent
Strategies in fran and Algeria; A Comparative Study,” begins from the
assutnplions thal the state, which plays a major cconomic and social devel-
opraciikal 1ole i bath countrics, as well as both countiies” reliance upon the
petrochemical sector to generate prowth and development, would lead onc
0 assume that the results of these strategics would be similar in terms of
cconommic and social development. Using the new comparative economics
approach (NCE), Nouibat revealed that the similarities and differences in the
w0 countries” development strategies and their results can be explained by
the state’s management of economic and social affairs andior the similarity
in their resources endowiments, as well as by the changes i thenr develop-
ment strategies along with the tvpe and seripusness of intornal and external
economic and pelitical comstraints and pressures,

Muhittin Ataman’s (Abant Izzet Baysal University, Turkey, ) “Different
Parudigmms: The MNanon-Slule System and Islam,” asserted that inlensifed
clobalization has weakened the Westphalian notion of the nation-state gys-
tern as a universal political unit. Actually, this has never been true in the non-
woskertn world, In the wake of the cold war and Huntinglon's infamous
“clash of civilizations™ thesis, the Muslim world emerged as the West's
“other™ because both civilizations have different political, cconomic, and
cultural paradigms. Ataman stressed that since the concepts of mafion and
rertiomadism are alien 1o Islam and Muslims, their expansion within the hus-
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Inn world has caused an identity crisis. Nationalism cuused cultural insecu-
tity and has been one of the main bascs of Islamic revivalist movenwents
against the West, Thercfore, a conceptual evaluation of the nation-state sys-
tem, elhmicity, and the Islamic approach to politics is reguired 10 understand
relations hetwoan the West and the Muslim werld,

Nauman Asghar {Ponjab University, Lahore, Pakislan) addressed the
“Dimensions ot the Arab-Tsizeli Conflict” Convenlional wisdom states that
human history is no more than the succession of human and social conflicts
punctated by wars and ether forms of violenee. In his case study of the six-
decade-long Arab-lsragli conflict, which remains a stumbling block to the
Middle Fast poace process, he maintains that in many respects it has boeome
even more complex and intricate. Asghar waced the historical roods of Arab-
lsraeli conflict, cxamined the fundamental thomy issues bedeviling the
disputants’ relations, analyzed the development of several dimensions of
contlict {kesping in vicw the hmplications of geeat power influence), and dis-
cussed the varlous peace and other initiatives. 1le also menlioned how the
recent eruption of the Tsrael-Hamas conflict in Gaza demonstrates the impor-
tance of finding an immediate and durable solution 10 this engoing problem.
Taking the region’s unfolding demographic siluation into consideration, he
highlighled the significance of the (wo-state solution,

Bubram Mavazeni
Professor of Political Science and Conforenes Secretary
Tgm Ehemeini Intermational Universily, Qazvin, Iran
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salem-Murdock addressed povorty, education, and health, With reeasd 10
health policies affecting developing counuries, Obamea has & lough act w fol-
tow: former President George W, Bush perswaded Congress to allocaie bil-
lions of dollars 1o combat I TTV-AIDS in Africa and the Caribbean. Although
Muslitn Afica was less afllicied by this pandemic, Bush’s strategy againsi
HIV-AIDS abroad was arguably his most enlightened policy.

The sympoesium noted that during the presidential campaign, neither the
Republicans nor the Demoerats overily courted Muslims, On the contrary,
Obatna was sensitive to the ermoneous charge that he was a closel Muslim.
Muslims were particularly offended when Obama’s organivers removed
hijab-wearing Muslim women from proximily Lo him at a rally when cam-
eras were targeting the candidate. Muslims also complained that Obama was
prepared (o be seen at churches and synagogues, but not at a mosque, even
though Bush had visited one. Attention was drawn to his Mushim defenders
wha 1t thal the choice was between a Muslim-friendly candidate Obama
and a fumre Muslim-friendly President Obama, Muslim voters could not
haye both. Obama had lo avold playing the “Muslim card” while he was
campaigning. But within his first one lundred days, he stated that he had
Muslim relatives and raised the issue of American-Muslim relations to a
high level of urgeney.

Candidate Obama pledged to cnd the war in [rag, support the creation
of a sovercign Palestintan state alongside lsrael, and combine mifitary action
m Afghanistan and Pakistan with considerable American resources for
nation-building and econcmic development. Many of these pledges became
explicil after his election. His performance beyond his first vear is awaited
with bailed breath. :

Endnotes

1. Clited by John Mearsheimer, “The Lobby Faliers,” The London Review of Books, -
26 Mar 2009, Jolin Mearsheimer is the R Wendell Hanison Diistinguished
Service Prodizsor of Political Science, University of Chicagn.

2. 1was a panelist aL one such meeting spunsored by the Instinute of the Riack
World 21st Century and New York Avenue Presbvterian Clhurch on 24 Apr,
2009, Other panelists included Congressman Jobn Conyers (D-MI).

Appendix

Co-Chairs; David Cingranetli {BU) and Seifidein Adem (associate dirsctor,
IGCS, BU). Chairs of Individual Pupcls: David Cingranelli, Seitudein
Adem, Olga Shvetsova (BUD, Nkirn Mg (BU), and Abvbaker al Slingieti
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ASSCHIIATHIN OF MLSLIM
SOCIAL SCTENTISTS
{OF NORTH AMERICA

The Association of Muoslim Social Scien-
tists of Morth America {(AMSS) s a von-
profit membership-based organization
that coeompasses the United States and
Canada, It was established in 1972 for the
sole purpose of providing a form through
which Tslamic positions on varicus aca-
demic disciplines can te promoted, with
an cmphasis on the social scieness and
humsanities,

AMSS has based {ts activides on the
belicf thal the development ol Islamic
thooght 5 vltal for the prosperity of the
Muslim workl and for the continuity of the
Ialagmic ntellactunl herltage, AMSS strives
o serve thee interests of thg lerger Muslion
communily hy Brloglng together Muslion
and neo-Muslim scholaes nan pcademic
sething to examine and defloe lvnenle per-
spectives on issuey of global concorn that
conlritnite o the prosperlty of Muslmy
around the glebe and the betlerment of
henatity,

To encourage amerging Muslim schol-
ars, MMSS established the “Best Graduote
Paper Award” competition in 2001 Tor
papurs prosented gt its Annual Conference,
AMSS also sponsors repional conferences
in the Lnited States and Canada,

in 20618, an "AMES University Lecture
Series” was establithed to increase the
AMSES prodile on university campuscs snd
[acililade dinlogwe opporlunities between
AMSS scholas and the acsdety,

Membrership in AMSS entitles one Lo
receive The Americenr Sfowrmal of fifamin
Socicf Selences (AJISS) at oo extra cost.
AJISE. a bliml pecr-reviewed interdiscipli-
mary jourmal, publishes quality original
resedreh perlaining fo Tslam aml Muslims,

INTERNATIONAL
INSTITUTE OF
ISLAMIC THOUGHT

The International Institute of [Elamic
Thought (TITT) i3 a cultwrl snd intellectual
foundation, It was established and regis-
lered 1n the Uniled Slales ol Amneren at the
bepnming of the Afteeoth hif century
(1401/1981) with the follewing objuctives:

* To provide a comprehensive Tstaemic
autlook hooagh elueidaing the pring-
ples of Tslam and relatng them o e
vank issnes of contemporaty though,

v o regaitl the insellecnial, culmoral, and
civilizational dendty of the ummah
throwagh the Istumization of fhe hnsan-
ities and the sncial sciences.

* T rectify the methodology of contem-
poracy Islamic thought in order to
enable it to resume its contribaution to
the progress of human civilization aned
give it meaning and diroction in lne
wilh (he values and objectives of Islam,

The institule seeks (0 achieve its objec-
tlves by

+  Haolding specialized academic confer-
ences and seminars.

Supporting and selectively publishing
works of scholars and nsesrchurs in
universities and acadenmnic cesearch cen-
ters i the Musling world and the West,

+  Directing higher university smdies
toward furthering work on issunes of
lslamic thought and the Islamization
of Knowledge.

The institute has a mumber of Overseas
offices and academic advieors [or the
paepose of coordinating and promoting
its wvarious activitiez. Tt has alsn enersd
intp  joint academic agreements with
several untversities and resesrch cenbors
to Implement its objectives.

PO, Box 60l
Hemndon, VA 2017206689 USA
Phone: (703} 471-1133
Fax: (T(3) 47]1-3922
E-mail: cditor@idit.ure
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